CHAPTER LXXXVI
THE SUBJECT CONTINUED. OPINIONS OF THE RABBIS. ANEC-
DOTE OF LADY JEKYLL AND A TART REPLY OF WILLIAM
WHISTON'S. JEAN D'ESPAGNE. QUEEN ELIZABETH OF THE
QUORUM QUARUM QUORUM GENDER.   THE SOCIETY OF GENTLE-
MEN AGREE WITH MAHOMET   IN  SUPPOSING   THAT   WOMEN
HAVE NO SOULS, BUT ARE OF OPINION THAT THE DEVIL IS AN
HERMAPHRODITE
Sing of the nature of women, and then the song shall be surely full of
variety, old crotchets, and most sweet closes: It shall be humourous,
grave, fantastic, amorous, melancholy, sprightly, one in all and all in
one.
MAHSTON
The Doctor had other theological arguments in aid of the
opinion which he was pleased to support. The remark has
been made which is curious, or in the language of Jeremy
Taylor's age, considerable, that we read in Genesis how
when God saw everything else which he had made he pro-
nounced that it was very good, but he did not say this of the
woman.
There are indeed certain Rabbis who affirm that Eve was
not taken out of Adam's side: but that Adam had originally
been created with a tail, (herein agreeing with the well-
known theory of Lord Monboddo,) and that among the
various experiments and improvements which were made in
his form and organization before he was finished, the tail
was removed as an inconvenient appendage, and of the ex-
crescence or superfluous part which was then lopped off,
the Woman was formed.
'We are not bound to believe the Rabbis in every thing/
the Doctor would say; 'and yet it cannot be denied that they
have preserved some valuable traditions which ought to be
regarded with much respect.3 And then by a gentle inclin-
ation of the head, and a peculiar glance of the eye, he let it
be understood that this was one of those traditions which
were entitled to consideration. 'It was not impossible/ he
said, 'but that a different reading in the original text might
support such an interpretation: the same word in Hebrew
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